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THE OTHER SEA.

editorial_
One glimpse at the cover of the third
issue of the I AM_the Mag, and
you are swept away by a billow that
evokes the sea, athletes, challenges
and true technical innovation.
The world of competitive sailing and
regattas is the true proving ground
for technical clothing expertise.
Call it know-how, experience and
a calling, but being there with the
athletes is also required, in the most
intense and toughest moments.
It is because of this that the new
Skiff Line has been designed:
technical clothing inspired by
aquatic birds flying just above
the water’s surface. Biology
enlightens and designs everything:
waterproofing, thermal protection
and a complete freedom of
movement. Inspiration is drawn from
observing nature, but also from
team spirit with other athletes that
belong to our diverse network.
Matteo Sericano also breathes
in the scent of the sea, as he gets
ready for the Mini Transat 2019,
a 30-day crossing that will take
him from Northern France to the
Caribbean. Also breathing in this
air are two young talents with a flair
for showmanship that we are proud
to support in their development:
Bruno and Tommaso, who have
proven to be much more than
simply promising.
Always with his feet soaking in the
salt water, we meet Edoardo Recchi,
the Sports Director of the Costa
Smeralda Yacht Club, to delve into
the Maxi Rolex Cup, the mother
of all competitions. A transition from
wood to carbon for the hulls and
masts has occurred, 3D technology
is used to make the sails,
and satellite tracking - edition

by edition - improves safety for
businessmen, sailors and financial
experts in the sea: competitors on
the starting line who are once again
solely men, all bound by
an incredible passion. Our calling
to design beautiful clothing, that
is especially enhanced by technical
features, is now more apparent than
ever. The sportswear was certainly
to Antonio Cristaudo’s liking,
who decides what items are to be
presented at Pitti, the most coveted
and selective showcase in the world
of fashion. In order to be accepted
for the exhibition in Florence
in Fortezza da Basso, designers
must be advocates of ideas,
the truth and content.
But there is also another sea,
capable of giving glimpses of places
imperceptible to most.
It is there that the Festival delle
Zone Portuaires evokes novel forms
of fascination: cranes, docks, silos,
shipyards, boats and containers.
Like a colossal game in miniature,
a celebration and a festival for
experiencing a world that normally
we can only understand by intuition.
The other half of the sea.

Roberto Carcano

Why is a crane needed on the quay?
What’s inside a silo?
How does the positioning of containers function?
And at the construction sites, what is done, how is a ship built, how is it repaired?

FESTIVAL
ZONES
PORTUAIRES

These questions are not only asked by
children. Ports are little-known also by
adults: they are cities to be explored.

Behind the scenes -

By Désirée Sormani

Zones Portuaires is the fourth edition of an
International Festival that closely links the
city of Genoa to its port.
It will take place from 13 to 16 September
and is an opportunity to discover and reflect
on the connections between the two worlds
through tours, shows and excursions.

These questions are not only asked
by children. Ports are little-known
also by adults: they are cities to
be explored. Shining the spotlight
on these locations and setting up
meetings and exchanges between
the urban space and that outside the
customs barriers, is Zones Portuaires.

-

This International Festival has
been held in Genoa since 2015
and involves the city and the
port; it includes visits to places
of work, workshops, laboratories,
exhibitions, boat trips, but also stage
performances and talk shows.

04’05”

It is a time of discovery and
fascination, but also, and more
importantly, of reflection on the
connections between the two worlds.
“This is our fourth edition,” said Maria
Elena Buslacchi who is the heart and
soul of the organisation, together
with Maria Pina Usai. “The original
idea was to let Italy know about
the Festival of Marseille, where, since
2012, the organisation team has
been using cinema to look into the
relationship between city and port;
since 2015 a similar festival has also
been held at Saint-Nazaire
on the Atlantic coast.
At the beginning we thought we would
hold in our city a small retrospective
dedicated to the Marseille event.
But when we started working on the
project, we realised that all the port
operators we talked with wanted
to work with us and make their
contribution. So we thought we’d
export the Marseille format to Genoa,
but with the skills and responses
we found locally.

We wanted to let little-known spaces
be discovered, and open them to
the public to give people the chance
to understand how they are used
on a daily basis and explain, for
example, what goes on in a shipyard,
how a dry dock works, what the silos
are used for, etc.”
Most of the events take place in the
interstitial area that both divides
and holds together City and Port.
They involve everyone, even tourists,
because it is the only one of its kind
on the Italian scene. The new feature
this year (which was our intention
from the beginning) is the creation
of continuity throughout the year
in order to increasingly strengthen
the international bond both with
Marseille and other ports.
One example is the yacht that left from
Marseille and arrived at Genoa on 14
June: the theatre company that was
on board put on performances at every
port, thereby establishing a virtual
connection. The yacht then continued
her journey to the Greek island of
Lesbos. Similarly, on 6 July our yacht,
Yellow, set sail from Genoa, stopping
at various locations on the Riviera
going as far as Marseille.

06’07”

To mark the occasion, the crew
was equipped with Slam technical
clothing in yellow. The Genoese
company has a special bond with
its city and is also promoting
a photography project on the theme
of lighthouse keepers, a subject that
further tightens the link with Zones
Portuaires; there will be an exhibition
of these images during the Festival.
The calendar is packed with events.
Visits with sector operators will take
place during the day. In the evening,
there will be shows in the form of
music, urban-contemporary dance
and theatre. There will also be food
for thought of an international nature,
such as that served by French artist,
JR, whose technique is large format
photographic collages: as part of his
project, Inside Out, photographer
Simone Lezzi of Camera Work London
will build for Zones Portuaires
an installation on the breakwater
dam, a salute to ships arriving and
departing.
A close up view can be had from
boats and yachts.
There will be the faces of the port
workers. Its aim is to give the work
of a port a more human face.

We wanted to let little-known spaces be discovered,
and open them to the public to give people the chance
to understand how they are used on a daily basis and explain,
for example, what goes on in a shipyard.

MOONSHINE
–
THE LUMEN COLLECTION
THE LIGHT RETURNS

Jacket Lighterman
A fabric that reflects direct light rays,
increasing visibility when there is little light.
08’09”

Backpack A234

Oceanic attraction

I AM
MATTEO
SERICANO

He’s been sailing since he was a boy and the sea
has always held a strong attraction for him.
With a great desire to do things, but with
his feet firmly on the ground (or, rather,
in the water) this young athlete is now chasing
his dream: to pursue a career as a single-handed
yachtsman. To do so he practises at sea
(he is getting ready for the Mini Transat of 2019),
on land and studies philosophy.
To open his mind up to new horizons and
understand himself better.

By Désirée Sormani

Your parents always took you to the mountains.
But you felt the call of the sea.
What ignited your passion for sailing?
It was thanks to the summer schools. In the summer my
parents enrolled my sister and I for a week’s course while
they were working. I was enthusiastic to the point that
every time I passed in front of the sailing school, I looked
to see if there were boats in the water. The winter
following the course I immediately joined the Optimist
competitive team.
What do you feel when you are at sea?
A feeling of total freedom. When my feet are in the water
I feel calm, relaxed and in tune with everything around
me. I’m in the right place, while problems remain on land.

Matteo Sericano, 20, has been sailing
since he was 6. He raced in dinghy
classes at the Melges and Smeralda 888
and also raced and stayed in contact
with some of the best Italian
professionals like Pietro D’Ali, Alberto
Bona and Andrea Fantini. A student
of philosophyat the University of Genoa,
he created a team of young sailors who
support him in his project: to take part
in the Mini Transat of 2019 (crossing
from Northern France to the Caribbean
in 30 days, all strictly alone and with
no communication with the land).
10’11”

Do you think that anyone who goes to sea can be
an ambassador for the state of the oceans?
I’ve never seen anyone who goes to sea and doesn’t
come back to port with things collected from the water.
It is a value shared by sailors. It’s all people who have
a particular feeling for nature. There’s no need to say
anything: you just do it. We try to protect our natural
environment. For us, the sea is home
and we keep it clean.
When did you start thinking about big undertakings?
Was there a particular event?
I don’t know. I’ve always read books by the great sailors
like Bernard Moitessier, Giovanni Soldini, who inspired
me. I knew I was attracted to the world of the high seas.
But the people who spurred me on to start my career
were Alberto Bona and Pietro D’Ali, for example (singlehanded ocean sailors, Ed.). I saw myself in the look in
their eyes. The high seas call you. When I am at sea I feel
so good that I know that this is exactly what I want to do.

What kind of training do you do every day?
I’ve never worked out with machines. I have always run
and done Crossfit, even several times a week. I find it
difficult to sit still ... the couch and I don’t get along.
When you are at sea do you have any special rituals?
No, no rituals or lucky charms. But in certain situations I
recite the Preghiera del Marinaio (Mariner’s Prayer),
a beautiful poem by Antonio Fogazzaro.
How did you manage to combine studying with high
level sport?
I study philosophy; books and sport go hand in hand,
I’m not behind with the exams. I owe this to my parents
who urged me to choose subjects that I liked the best.
Philosophy attracts me. It lets me learn about different
thoughts and analyse a subject from different aspects.
In order to make the right choices and always have an
overall view. I don’t know if my studies and sailing make
something special, but I do both very willingly and they
help me to have a better understanding of myself.
What dish do you like most?
I like to get back on land and, before anything else,
drink a nice cool beer... it’s a kind of tradition
in the world of sailing. And then there’s one thing
I can’t resist: apples. I really enjoy them.
Do you like social media? Which one do you use most?
Honestly, no. I’m not comfortable with them and don’t use
them much. I do not use technology. I forget about my
mobile ... sometimes I don’t even look at it... until a few
months ago I had an old Nokia, but then I was forced to
get up to date.
What do you do when you’re not sailing?
Apart from studying, if I really have to stay on land, I like
to go to my grandparents’ place in the countryside, to be
surrounded by nature and work in the vegetable garden.
Otherwise, I’m just like everyone else: I go out with my
friends, do things in the evening. But basically I’m a lover
of peace and quiet.

BREAK THE RULES
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Short Jacket Buxton |

Fleece B123 |

–
SPORTSWEAR
BECOMES TECHNICAL
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Jacket B154 | Backpack Fetch Evolution
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AN URBAN AESTHETIC
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Jumper B141 |

Short Jacket Torrancei | Backpack A234

Now in its 29th edition, the Maxi
Yacht Rolex Cup attracts the crème
de la crème of shipbuilding, as well
as professional sailors of worldwide
renown, to Porto Cervo in the Costa
Smeralda area.

THE MOTHER
OF ALL REGATTAS
THE MAXI YACHT ROLEX CUP
By Désirée Sormani
The Maxi Yacht Rolex Cup is the highlight of the
sailing calendar. For 30 years, it has been organised
with the support of the renowned Swiss watchmaker.
Every year the event attracts a large fleet
of magnificent boats, representing the very best
of shipbuilding in the world.
The level of competitiveness at the regatta cannot
be any greater, and the boat owners are not (just)
businessmen, but most importantly passionate sailors.
Sailors who compete to win here.

Every year the event, which is held
in early September, draws in a fleet
impressive in size: in 2017, there
were 50 boats, divided into various
categories based on their size and
performance characteristics.
Most of the boats participating
are stunning vessels designed by
renowned names in yacht design.
Many of them are remarkable,
high-performance floating homes
that their owners love to take out
for cruising, but also for this type
of event, where the level
of competitiveness cannot be any
greater. Indeed, the owners often
call on the experience of high-level
athletes, who assist on board
in extremely tense showdowns.
Organised by the Costa Smeralda
Yacht Club (who last year celebrated
50 years since its founding)
in collaboration with the IMA
(International Maxi Association),
and supported by the longstanding
title sponsor Rolex, this year
the Maxi Yacht Rolex Cup will take
place from 2 to 8 September,
and is already promising to be
a week of spectacular regattas at sea.
And on land, many exclusive events
are to be held.

18’19”

Talking to us about the Cup is Edoardo
Recchi, Sports Director of the Costa
Smeralda Yacht Club and the man
who conceived and has organised
the event since 1980.

EDOARDO RECCHI
Sports Director
Costa Smeralda Yacht Club
How would you define the Maxi Yacht Rolex Cup,
and what kind of bond exists with this race?
It is an iconic event, thanks also to the uniqueness
and beauty of the regatta’s setting.
It is one of the few regattas in the world that Rolex has
sponsored for over 30 years, and it is precisely thanks
to the support of this watchmaker that the Cup has
developed into a unique event both at sea and on land.
It must also be stressed that many of our members are
or were owners of Maxi yachts, who have made their
contribution to the history of yachting: they bear our
burgee when competing in the major regattas across the
world, and every year, in the first week of September,
we always see them again at the Maxi Cup.
There is therefore this strong bond steeped in tradition
between the Yacht Club and an event that is a perfect
representation of its sporting and dynamic spirit.
How many boats are expected to take part this year?
Last year, which marked our 50th anniversary, 50 Maxi
boats signed up and this year the number will be around
the same. There will be a greater number of Swans,
because the week after the Maxi Cup the Rolex Swan
Cup will be held, that every two years brings together
over 100 boats from the Nautor’s Swan shipyard.
Are there any new entries that stand out?
Registration is still open, but every year there is an
increasing number of new entrants. It is a key test for
the new boats that are able to compete at the highest
levels, a test checking if the design choices meet
expectations or not. For example, the Maxi Cup is also
one of the stages of the Wally circuit, and over time
we have seen this particular fleet evolve with the arrival
of new boats every year. On average, there are at least
10 new entries among the Maxi yachts.
How many classes are there?
Can you tell us what is the biggest and smallest boat?
Over the years some of the classes have changed,
just as in the world of boats, whilst others have remained
the same since the first edition.
So, we have the Maxi, J Class, Wally, Super Maxi,
and Mini Maxi classes that group together boats
of a similar size and performance.

20’21”

It ranges from the Maltese Falcon’s 88 metres
to Wallyno’s 18, with vast differences in performance
and handling. Of course, for such different boats
there is also the need for suitable regatta courses
so that they can reach their theoretical maximum
performance. After many years, there are now
over 50 alternative courses that we use depending
on the wind and the type of regatta. This is a unique
feature of Porto Cervo, possible thanks to the dozens
of islets dotted around this area.
How has this regatta grown in nearly 40 years?
How many participants were there initially?
The regatta’s development over the years is an
interesting one because it is a reflection of the changes
and growth of yachting, which it has in some respects
influenced. In the 1980s, the idea of Maxi boats was
very different, and a sailing boat 15 metres in length was
considered large. Today, the minimum length
to be classed in the Mini Maxi category is 18 metres,
whilst for the Maxi category it is 24 metres. In the first
edition, 12 took part, which quickly increased year after
year, reaching 45-50 participants in recent years.
Technological development has also been impressive
in all areas: a transition from wood to carbon for
the hulls and masts has occurred, 3D technology
is used to make the sails, and satellite tracking
for the regattas and above all sea safety measures have
also been implemented.
Industrialists and businessmen take part in the
regatta alongside accomplished sailors.
What do you say about this?
I think that by just looking down the lists of registered
participants and the winners lists, you can get an idea
about who takes part in a regatta such as this one.
I have to say that on the whole the owners consider
the regatta as a high-level, representative sporting event
and so compete with great sportsmanship.
Whilst it is true that businessmen, industrialists
and tycoons do take part, everyone on the starting line
is passionate, and they compete to the best of their
abilities in order to take home the victory.

Photo: Rolex/Borlenghi

What is the most hotly contested class?
The Maxi 72 class is today the one with the highest level
of competition, and with the greatest participation
of professionals. A very high level of competition
is guaranteed by the continued participation of several
America’s Cup and Olympic champion teams
who compete on the most technologically-advanced
and high-performance boats available.
What is the most exciting moment out at sea?
Personally, I think it’s the start: the 25-30 Maxi boats
all lined up together are an impressive sight. It is also
the most thrilling moment for any competitor. It is when
you can gain what will give you the edge, but is also
when a mistake costs dearly. Sailing is a sport that can
be dangerous, and can become tough, and so it must be
approached with the right preparation. Many of the crews
prepare for a whole season to ensure that they compete
to the very best of their abilities: winning this race is very
important for the boat owner, the crew and the boat itself,
because the very best in the world come here to compete.
What kind of experience is it for participants?
Competing in Porto Cervo means putting yourself
to the test with a course that in the last fifty years has
seen the very best crews with the best performing boats.
They don’t come to compete to go around buoys in the
middle of the sea, but rather to sail between the many
islets of the La Maddalena natural park. The risks are
undoubtedly greater than in other regattas.
Then on land there is the social and glamorous aspect
that forms part of this event’s history: it is a particularly
enjoyable experience for boat owners and crews.
Rolex organises perfect parties for over 2000 people.
What is the main event on land?
The traditional dinner organised by Rolex for boat owners,
which today has become part of Costa Smeralda’s history.
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Aquatic birds have everything built in.

Gannet LJ |

Fly on the
water
–
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Waterproofing, thermal protection,
ergonomics and free movement.

Backpack Fetch Evolution |
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Frigate LJ |

Frigate top |
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Find out on page 41 how athletes help with
the technology defying the laws of biology.

SLAM@PITTI 94

During Pitti Uomo 94, we had the honour and
pleasure of interviewing Antonio Cristaudo,
commercial director of Pitti Immagine, an
international event and a window INTO the world
of fashion, trends and lifestyles.
By Roberto Carcano

At the event in Florence from 12 to 15 June, Slam unveiled
some new products: the preview of a special collection
dedicated to the brand’s 40th anniversary in 2019 and the
new space that has been doubled in size on the ground
floor of the costruzioni Lorenesi.
A display area of 130 square metres, a strategic stand that
drew professional visitors from all over the world.
In this new space, Slam developed a crucial theme of the
event - the deep bond with the outdoor world.
During our interview Antonio Cristaudo explained the
importance of the new Pitti area, I GO OUT, a section that
is a sophisticated interpretation of outdoor aesthetics,
a continuously growing contemporary trend.
A large, informed public loved the technical collections
by Slam, but also the brand’s ability to propose a lovely
sportswear line by applying the skills acquired in the
technical area.
Thank you, Antonio, because if Pitti represents the university
for a brand, the upgrading in position and size is like
a master’s degree.
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ANTONIO
CRISTAUDO
Pitti Immagine commercial
and development director

Antonio Cristaudo’s job description
reads “Pitti Immagine Commercial
and Development Director”, but the
figures we read recently showed
that of the 600 new applications for
admission, only 100 were accepted to
the Fortezza. So it would appear that
rather than promoting development
you are a strict “Mr. No”. Am I wrong?
One of our mantras is international
scouting: the Pitti team travels
the world in search of interesting
names to be invited to the fair. Every
season we receive a huge number of
requests for participation in the fair
from international companies. The
availability of space and comparing
the characteristics of the brand with
those of the event - which identifies
a target and specific requirements
from one edition to another - make
the difference.
Pitti Immagine Uomo is a fantastic
and attractive world showcase
where the protagonists are brands,
companies, buyers, journalists,
influencers and visitors from around
the world. What is the secret for
competing with New York, Paris,
London and Milan?
Pitti Uomo is an expertly balanced
mix of factors that change the
composition of every edition: the
events of the most interesting
names on the international scene,
the fair with its increasingly
comprehensive lifestyle offer, and
the extraordinary setting of Florence.
Pitti Uomo is both an image stage
and a business-oriented setting
for making contacts with the most
important representatives on the
worldwide retail panorama. This
result is achieved also thanks to the
huge communication commitment
that Pitti Immagine dedicates to its
special projects.
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In what way is Florence unique?
Florence is undeniably unique. Its history
and the beauty of its architecture, but
also the quality of life. Just stroll along
the Arno embankment and you’ll see
what I mean.
The fair has 13 sections. What
persuaded you to create the
new Pitti area, I GO OUT? What
evolutions in the market must it
meet? What brands are there and
where is the dedicated area inside
the Fortezza?
I GO OUT will be one of the flagship
projects for this 94th edition of Pitti
Immagine Uomo.
We are working with about 25
brands that are consistent with this
approach. The numbers could be
increased in the future. The space
will be in the Sala della Ronda, a
strategic location inside the Fortezza
da Basso, where Touch! was created,
still one of the most coveted sections
of the event.
Outdoor Meets Fashion, Fashion Meets
Outdoor is the claim of a section that
gives a sophisticated interpretation
of the aesthetics of outdoor,
a fast-growing contemporary trend
that caught on in Japan a few
seasons ago. Aesthetically
impeccable collections made by
a selection of companies from all
over the world are showcased.
A transversal proposal of collections
including clothing, accessories
and objects that interact with
the metropolitan setting and
experimental fashion. The brands
that have already confirmed their
participation include: And Wander,
Arc’teryx Veilance, Barena + La
Sportiva, Christopher Ræburn,
Danner, Diemme, Fase Factory,
Filson, Goldwin Inc., Griffin, Hoka,
Maranè, Mountain Research, Roa,
Sease, South2 West8, Teva, Topo
Design and Woolrich Outdoor.

36,000 visitors at the previous
editions for this irreplaceable
international platform of trends,
leading-edge and lifestyle products.
At times the going is slow inside
the Fortezza because of the crowds:
is this a negative indicator or a sign
of success?
At a time when participation
in fairs by buyers and operators
is increasingly reducing for us the
high number of visitors is certainly
a factor of success, feedback that
is strongly shared by the exhibiting
companies.
What lies ahead?
Continuous evolution is a part of Pitti
Uomo’s DNA. The future will bring
change that we must be ready
to handle.

OUTDOOR MEETS
FASHION
FASHION
MEETS OUTDOOR

Slam took part in Pitti Uomo with a stand that conveyed all its style
and contemporary flavour.
With a 60-square-metre covered walkway it welcomed visitors with an aroma
of the briny: chairs made with recycled sails, the colours of the sea and
graphics typical of the brand.
Costruzioni Lorenesi hosted an even bigger and more comprehensive new
space, every detail of which was meticulously studied to guide visitors through
a story that is 40 years’ long.
A story of passion, champions, the snapping of the wind, performance and
leading-edge research. Videos, numbers, words, interviews about a life spent
at sea for the sea.
In addition, a collection that immediately conveyed its essentialness
enhanced by neutral backgrounds, lights and translucent colours.
A contemporary language to emphasise the renewal of an identity that has
the sea in its veins and confirms Genoa as its berth.
Concept Design: Wea-Enrico Toso
Federico Repetto |

Enrico Toso |

In our narrative we included what for us marked
the start of everything: Genoa.
We were born in Genoa, on the sea, we breathe the sea,
what we do comes from the sea.
Our attention to the sea is not only inside us, it is also in external
collaborations. We work with people who every day are committed
to safeguarding our natural environment, we are developing
and expanding the marine ecology theme.
We seek yarns and fabrics that allow us to reduce our impact
on the environment and soon we will have a more
organic collection also from this point of view.
Federico Repetto
Chief Inspiration Officer - Slam
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COLOURS
IN THE RAIN

THE SOLUTION
TO A GREY SKY

Coat Bowers

WOMEN BRIGHTEN UP
THE COLD SEASON
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Jacket B155

Coat Wool Grover

Coat Tigertail
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-

They are warm, lightweight, technical
and beautiful.

Like a
second skin
By Désirée Sormani

They are the garments in Slam’s new Skiff
Line designed to meet the needs of young
athletes.
That combine performance as well as look.

-

The new Slam Skiff Line

-

Because comfort means feeling good. In all senses.

-

Agile, fast, aerodynamic.
These are the adjectives that naturally link the world of competitive
and professional sailing, foiling and the 470s, with that of aquatic birds.
So it’s not surprising that the garments in the new line of technical
clothing, which includes tops, Long Johns and vests, are named after
a seabird: Frigate, in lightweight strong and comfortable Lycra; Gannet,
in 1 mm thick soft and elastic neoprene; Albatross, in ultrafine windproof
and protective neoprene; Pellican, in 4-5 mm neoprene
for colder temperatures.
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The collection is made up of eight
items. Few but well tested, they
meet a range of different needs.
The material for clothing used in
dinghy regattas must be comfortable,
lightweight, high performance,
it must not be bulky and allow for
ample freedom of movement.
And, of course, it must protect, be warm,
and dry quickly. Lycra and neoprene
are the ideal materials for meeting
these needs.
And no detail should be overlooked. Not
even the seams, which are taped on the
inside to minimize infiltration.

Each one has different characteristics to meet different demands
and needs.
All are made by applying the latest technologies to ensure comfort and
high performance.
And, most importantly, not only are they all pleasant to wear, they’re also
good looking, because the right cut and design are what a young athlete
seeks, over and above everything else.
“If you can make a technical garment that also has details, good lines
and shapes, it will definitely be more popular,” said Valentina Cavanna,
head of Slam’s technical clothing department, who followed all the
manufacturing stages of the new Skiff Line. “The contribution made
by athletes is also essential for this.”
Each collection is created by following a precise procedure that goes from
research to experimentation and also to testing them at sea.
“We invested two years in the definition of the new line of technical
clothing. And after sourcing the materials, fabrics and assembly
techniques, we test the garments on the people who will actually wear
them. The collaboration of athletes is essential.
Their feedback is crucial.”
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“These guys go right into the water: the
more we can keep them protected the
better,” Valentina added.
The new technologies used by Slam
include ventiprene, a treatment that
provides a breathable neoprene
where necessary, especially in the
area of the back; on the inside
a warm, water repellent fleece is
inserted, which dries very quickly
and retains body heat.
“Athletes tell us about what happens
to them during practice and when
racing. And often their suggestions
lead us to finding ingenious solutions.

For example, recently they told us
that when it is hot, they prefer to
wear Lycra, but with this material the
body gets wet and the wind causes
discomfort. So we decided to create
Albatross, a fine garment in 1 mm
thick neoprene that is waterproof
and solves the problem.”
Neoprene is an elastic material,
ideal for this type of clothing where
ergonomics are fundamental.
“A close-fitting garment that follows
the lines of the body, protecting
it like a second skin and ensuring
total comfort.

We test the garments we make on the people
who will actually wear them.
The collaboration of athletes is essential.
Their feedback is crucial.

A close-fitting unisex garment in neoprene.
Created mainly for use by men, the Skiff
Line was also tested on girls who said it is
comfortable.
But the number of women who take up
sailing is gradually increasing and we are
not ruling out a version of the collection
for them.
Who will like it the most?
“Without a doubt, everyone who is an avid
dinghy enthusiast. And those who dream
of becoming professionals.”

These guys go right into
the water: the more
we can keep them
protected the better.
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THE NEW
TALENT
SHOW

Bruno Mantero, 16, has an important victory
under his belt: a silver medal at the U17 420
Class World Championships with
Tommaso Cilli.
How tough is the preparation and how great
is the satisfaction?
Preparation certainly demands a lot of dedication and
various sacrifices, from myself and my family. But all that
takes second place to the passion and joy that this sport
gives, from a technical as well as a social perspective.
The 420 class is a fleet that welcomes you and makes
you feel you are part of a big family.

–

By Lucia Maccà
16 years old but already with major wins
behind them. Bruno Mantero and Tommaso
Cilli tell us where the passion is born.

–

Originating from Liguria obviously helps.
What was your first approach to sailing?
My first approach to sailing was complicated. I was happy
to sail so that I could spend time with my friends, but
I was still terrorised by the strength of the sea and wind.
I overcame that fear when I learned to respect the sea
and handle the boat in all conditions. From then on,
an indescribable feeling was established that makes me
addicted to this wonderful sport.
© Andrea Lelli 2017

European Championship 2016
(U17) - Hungary
(Balatonfured - Balaton Lake)
Gold
World Championship 2017
(U17) - Australia (Fremantle)
Silver
Ranking list Italy U17
2017 – 2018
Gold

Being close-knit is important. How did you get to this
understanding with Tommaso?
The understanding with Tommaso is the result
of the rivalry between us at the time of the Optimist.
Needless to say, this rivalry made way for a great
friendship. Over the years, we became increasingly closer
to the point when we made the important decision
of embarking together on a new adventure, sharing every
success and every failure, all pain and all joy.
Are you afraid on the boat?
There is fear, but we overcome it together, sharing every
decision.
Do you practise daily?
And how does studying fit in with all this?
Unfortunately, studying and practicing don’t go very
well together. You either study or you practise. For the
moment, the desire to be prepared and win prevails.
Do you have a secret for tackling the regatta?
A good luck charm?
Because I am superstitious I do various things before
a regatta. But the biggest secret when racing is to stay
focused and always work together.

Tommaso Cilli from Sanremo, born in
2002, runner-up in the U17 420 Class World
Championships in Australia.
You are 16 years old, when did this passion
for the sea begin?
I’m not sure when this passion began. But the sea has
always flowed in my family’s veins. My earliest childhood
memories are of sailing with them. The attraction
to water is innate
Sailing and life as a sixteen year old. Easy or difficult?
Even though it’s difficult, challenging and exhausting,
if you love this sport with all your being everything
becomes easier. Including combining practice and
the hours spent in the water with studying, friendships,
girls and family.
Are there times when you think you could have
a different life?
Sure, sometimes I would like to stay here in Sanremo with
my friends. But the desire to win, to practise and devote
myself body and soul to this discipline, prevails.
Who took you sailing for the first time?
As always, my parents. They made me love the sea.
Not only did they take me sailing, they also taught me
to respect the sea, not to challenge it, to understand
it and be in harmony with it.
Is there anyone you should thank?
I have many thanks to say to my coaches, Fernanda Sesto
and Davide Vignone, to the Sanremo Yacht Club,
to my bowman, Bruno Mantero, and my teammates.
But in particular I want to thank my father who has always
been close to me since the beginning.
You took part in the FIV Sailor of the Year. How important
are these official awards to you?
Official awards are nice, but my opinion about my
performance is more important. Sometimes I am too
hard on myself, but sailing demands a lot of discipline,
commitment and determination.
A few words about your teammate, even from
a negative aspect...
Bruno, is a huge pain in the ... but I could never have
found a better friend!
Other dreams besides sailing?
I am very rational. I prefer to set myself concrete goals
and achieve them. But of course I want to live my life.
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SHOP HERE:
ITALY

CROATIA

Alassio

Opatjia

Alghero

GREECE

Cagliari

Freattyda
Glyfada

Forte Dei Marmi
Genova Albaro

MONTENEGRO

Genova Centro

Port of Montenegro
Marina - Tivat

La Spezia
Marina Di Bogliaco

POLAND

Marina Di Scarlino

Mikolajki

Nuoro

SLOVENIA

Oristano
Piombino
Porto Cervo

Portoroz
Koper
Ljubljana

Portopiccolo

SPAIN

Portofino

Manacor - Mallorca
Mahon - Menorca
Port Mahon - Menorca
Fornells - Menorca

Punta Ala
Riva Di Traiano
Roma
San Vincenzo
Sanremo
Stintino
Trieste

slam.com

