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Palazzo Ducale
From the Doge
to privateers and Paganini.

With one kick, I can
be like Superman
The sea in the heart
of Rome

Hold on please
Style above all else

The voice
of the oceans
Fast as a rocket
Albert Torres

Fourty.

editorial_
Our first 40 years. It all started all the
way back in 1979, and in 2019 we will
be working on a project, a show
of gratitude, for the city that raised us.
It is a way to repay our huge debt,
with a personal tribute to Genoa and its
inhabitants. It will be a sprawling event
but with a central, fixed hub: Palazzo
Ducale, one of the many beautiful iconic
buildings of our city, which we present
in this edition. The event is scheduled
for the last ten days in May.
The oceans are calling out to us,
shouting for help. Many fail to hear this
call - whether because of ignorance,
a lack of awareness, financial reasons
or a fear of rocking the boat. We are
killing the seas and, as a result, our
planet. And our very future. From the
Mediterranean Sea that is no exception,
being polluted with huge accumulations
of microplastics that should stir our
conscience, to the Mariana Trench where
the entire sample of marine species
there has shown traces of plastic,
with implications for genetic mutation
and the growth of tumours: is this really
the world we want to live in?
We discussed the issue with Riccardo
Bonadeo, vice president of One Ocean
Foundation and the charismatic
Commodore of the Costa Smeralda
Yacht Club.
A promising breath of fresh air is on its
way, however, with the legendary Azzurra
- in its new version, fourth in the TP52
series, and launched in March 2018.
It brings an injection of positivity
in the way that only the world of sport
can, with a sense of team spirit, loyalty
and brotherhood. Azzurra manages
to ignite this brotherhood in a team
composed of Italians and Argentinians,
showing that the sea and sport
are tied to physical locations - not
political boundaries.

We also meet an old friend, Marcello
Lippi, a winner on the football pitch
but with the salty air of Versilia still
clinging to him. Now at the helm of
the Chinese national football team,
we meet him as he prepares for the
2019 AFC Asian Cup. Marcello is also
president of Insuperabili, an association
working with people with disabilities
that focuses on the beauty and power
of sport to break down barriers, unite
cultures and languages and gain a
sense of autonomy, teaching the best
human values. The philosophy behind
the initiative aims at giving kids and
adults (and their families) a professional
sporting experience, encouraging them
to take on a challenge and improve their
skills with integrity and determination.
These are the universal values that are
motivating us to bring football pitches
to regattas, dribbling to gybing, and
aiming headers to bucketfuls of water.
Life is indeed a school, with some
lessons that we cannot afford to miss.

Roberto Carcano

PALAZZO
DUCALE
From the Doge to privateers and Paganini

-

By Lucia Maccà

Since the end of the thirteenth century, Palazzo Ducale
(The Doge’s Palace) has been an integral part of Genoa
in the same way that waves are to sand. Much more than just
a building, it represents continuity between the most famous
maritime republic’s history, and the future of a city rich in
ideas, innovation and a desire to evolve.

From a seat of
political power to
the most important
cultural institution
in Genoa.
04’05”

The construction of Palazzo Ducale
began in 1298 during a blessed
period for Genoa, following the
victorious naval battles of Meloria
(against the Pisan fleet) and Curzola
(against the Venetians).
It was a landmark moment for the
city, confirming its position as an
economic power to be reckoned with
in the Mediterranean Sea. Created
as a house for the “Captains of the
People”, the palace gained its noble
status when it was chosen to be

the seat of the first Doge of Genoa,
Simon Boccanegra, in 1339.
In its early layout, the complex
incorporated the adjacent Palace,
with its tower designed by Alberto
Fieschi. Still to this day, we can
discern the ancient medieval centre
with the so-called “Tower of the
People”, otherwise known as the
Grimaldina Tower.
The Grimaldina’s seven floors acted
as a prison for centuries, and
housed many famous “scoundrels”,

from the Ottoman corsair Dragut
to Nicolò Paganini, as well as the
Dutch painter Pieter Mulier and
patriot of the Italian Unification
Jacopo Ruffini.
In 1591, the Ticino architect
Vannone was tasked with extending
the building with a majestic atrium,
two courtyards with porticos,
and a majestic staircase leading
to the “piano nobile” (main floor)
which included the sumptuous
Hall of the Great Council, the hall

of the Minor Council, the Doge’s
private apartments and the famous
Doge’s chapel. In 1777, a serious
fire meant further restoration
work was needed - it was at this
point that the building took on its
current opulent neo-classical style.
The Palace regained its historic
splendour in 1992, to celebrate
the 500th anniversary of the
discovery of America.
The 300,000-square-metre
restoration was one of the most

extensive projects ever carried
out in Europe.
On the main floor, Palazzo Ducale
hosts art exhibitions, events and
conferences. In 2001, the G8
Summit meetings in Genoa took
place within the Palace.

Dragut, was born in Asia Minor, and from a very young age
threw himself heart and soul into sailing the seas, soon
becoming one of the most well-known corsairs, launching
attacks on Venetian ships in the Aegean Sea. Giannettino,
nephew of Andrea Doria, captured him in the Bay of Girolata
(Corsica) and took him to Genoa. In June 1540, he was
imprisoned in the Tower, being released a few years later
thanks to pirate Barbarossa’s help. Dragut’s likeness still
stands out on the facade of Palazzo Ducale as a statue,
featuring as one of the enemies of the Republic of Genoa:
the pirate is portrayed in chains, but his gaze is proud and
disdainful.

Grimaldina
Tower
Stories of inmates, laden with salt
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Pieter Mulier the Younger, known as “The Tempest”,
painted many landscapes of storm-tossed seas and ships
in difficulty. He was born in Haarlem (The Netherlands)
in 1637. In 1666, he decided to travel to Italy, stopping
first in Rome and then in Genoa - firstly in the footsteps
of his master Corneli De Wael, but then to escape his own
uncontrolled jealousy concerning his wife Lucia, who was
reputed to be unfaithful. When he finally decided to invite
his wife to join him from Rome, where she had stayed with
the children, he discovered that in the meantime she had
given birth to another three children from extramarital affairs.
During her journey to Genoa, Lucia was killed by two hitmen
near Sarzana in the Duchy of Massa. Mulier was arrested on
13 January 1676 as the instigator of the murder. After years
of top-level negotiations carried out by Count Borromeo and
the Spanish governor of Milan, he was declared innocent and
released from prison on 15 October 1684.

Art exhibitions, events
and conferences
Here, culture and modernity are in the air

Palazzo Ducale is one of the most
important cultural venues in Italy.
It hosts exhibitions, meetings, displays,
both traditional and innovative in
nature. This is how Paganini transforms
into a rock star in a symbolic
comparison with the greatest guitarist
of our time: Jimi Hendrix. Enzo Tortora
talks to us about how TV is torn apart
by injustice, in an intermingling of

people and situations - the words
of Pier Paolo Pasolini, the lyrics of
John Lennon, letters from a father to
a daughter, and the classic Italian
cinema of Risi and Fellini. But Palazzo
Ducale is also dedicated to painting,
and is also hosting masterpieces from
the Johannesburg Art Gallery, from
Monet to Bacon. Because within these
walls, brimming with history, cultural

From 20 to 26 May, Palazzo Ducale will be at the heart
of a large photographic project dedicated to the people
of Genoa. Don’t miss out.

exchange exudes from every room,
every wall, every crevice and every era.
To move from the past to the future, all
it takes is a short step: the time spent
in a unique, well-organised exhibition,
enjoyed by every visitor. Palazzo Ducale
is like the surrounding city: once you set
foot there, the sea air will flow through
your veins.

I AM
AZZURRA
SAILING TEAM
By Désirée Sormani
A one-to-one chat with Guillermo Parada and
Santiago Lange of the Azzurra Sailing Team
about a brand which represents a legend,
and how important it is to create a strong team
where a sense of belonging, honesty
and brotherhood create a winning formula.

THE AZZURRA TEAM

08’09”

Guillermo Parada - Skipper, Helm ARG/ITA
Santiago Lange - Tactician ARG
Bruno Zirilli - Navigator ITA
Giovanni Cassinari - Mainsail ITA
Mariano Caputo - Bowman ARG/ITA
Juan Pablo Marcos - Midbow ARG
David Vera - Pitman ESP

Grant Loretz - Trimmer NZL
Ciccio Celon - Trimmer ITA
Mariano Parada - Trimmer ARG
Gabriel Marino - Grinder ARG/ITA
Alejandro Colla - Grinder ARG/ITA
Nicola Pilastro - Grinder ITA
Pedro Rossi - Boat Captain ARG/ITA

FAMILY FIRST!
Azzurra, a Transpac 52 class (known as class TP52,
long boats almost 16m long) carries on the honourable
Italian sailing tradition that includes the International
12 Metre Class boat of the same name coming within
a hair’s breadth from winning the America’s Cup.
It is an ultra-modern and technological boat, owned by
Costa Smeralda Yacht Club member Alberto Roemmers.
It is the fourth in the TP52 series and was launched
in mid-March 2018 in Valencia: it has an exceptional
team comprising the best international athletes whose
defining trait is that its members support each other,
like brothers. To grasp this chemistry, we travelled to
Argentina to speak with skipper Guillermo Parada and
new tactician, Santiago Lange, both Argentinian but
strongly Italian at heart.

GUILLERMO PARADA
What does it mean to you, as an Argentinian, to be
skipper of an icon of Italian sailing?
Azzurra is a very well-known brand in Argentina too.
In 1983, I was just a kid but we sat in front of the TV
to watch Azzurra in the America’s Cup. For all of us today,
it is an honour to be part of this team. There are 13 of us,
six Italians and the rest Argentinian, but most of us have
Italian roots (and citizenship). We have a deep affinity
with Italian culture.
How long have you been competing as a skipper of TP52
class boats? And how many years with Azzurra?
I started to race with the Roemmers family in 2007.
I’ve been on Azzurra since 2011, so eight seasons.
What’s been the most exciting highlight of this year?
The christening ceremony of the boat in March, in Croatia,
with the entire team, representatives from the Costa
Smeralda Yacht Club, the Roemmers family and Princess
Zahra Aga Khan; and then the first regatta, Palmavela,
which we won in Palma de Majorca with the new boat.

What does Guillermo Parada do when he’s not sailing?
I have two kids - Sofia who’s 10, and Pedro who’s 6. I try to
spend a lot of time with them and my family. We love going
to our home by the sea. It’s our little getaway. But I still
always keep in touch with my team, my sporting family.
SANTIAGO LANGE
Santiago, how does it feel to be Azzurra’s tactician?
I became part of the Azzurra team last year, but I already
knew about it. For me it’s a privilege and I view it as
a great responsibility. But I enjoy a challenge and I’m
proud of this one.
You have come from Olympic classes: what differences
did you find in the team compared with a TP52 team?
A team is a team. In the Olympics, there is you and
another six people who work alongside you; on Azzurra,
there are thirteen on board. But the principles are the
same: in a team you always need respect, support,
and collaboration.
Can you tell us about an exciting moment from last
season?
I remember in Croatia things weren’t going too well for
us, Alberto Roemmers came on board and he motivated
us by saying: “Guys, regardless of the result, we have to
keep having fun: the real privilege is being together, just
like a family”. Azzurra is an awesome team.
How important is sport to you?
Sport is my life. I am what I am thanks to sailing, and if
there’s a reason why I am still competing at the age of 57
and was able to overcome an illness (editor’s note: lung
cancer) a few years ago, it has to do with the fact that
I was trained as an athlete. Being a sailor teaches you
to navigate through the problems and face up to them.

In 2012, you stepped on board for the last, decisive day
wearing an old pair of Slam shoes - superstitious were you?
When a race starts well, I don’t change my shoes for the
rest of the week. We’ve worked with Slam for many years:
it’s part of the family now.’

Did you pass these values on to your kids?
Generally, I don’t tell my kids (editor’s note: he has four,
two of whom are sailors) what to do. I pass on those
principles as any dad does. Yago (29) started to sail
when he was 20, and just seven years later he competed
at the Olympics. Then there’s Klaus who is 23 - they
race together. They’re currently preparing for the Tokyo
campaign.

What makes a team great?
It depends on the team. We focus on the personal aspect.
We are always straight with one another. Nobody feels
judged. We are a group: we lose together and we win
together.

In 2016 you took part in the Rio de Janeiro Olympics
ceremonies alongside your kids. Were you thrilled?
Extremely. It was the best experience ever. It was like
winning the Games before even competing.
The ceremony is a truly special moment.
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They glide (or, rather, hydrofoil) across
the water, and at a rate of 12 knots
of true wind they can reach speeds
of 26 knots. But, most importantly,
they guarantee fun and thrills.
They are the Moths, technological
sailboats equipped with specific
attachments, which are winning
the hearts of many sailors.

Flying across
the waves
By Désirée Sormani
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Who knows if Lenn Morris could have
imagined in 1928 that Olive, the boat
named after his wife and that he built
to sail on Andersons’ Inlet in Inverloch
130 kilometres from Melbourne,
would become the forerunner of one
of the most high-performing classes
in the world of sailing. It was
a cedarwood boat, painted in
a beautiful olive green; it had proven

its high performance to a point where
a further three were built shortly after,
and their owners were so enthused
with them that they felt compelled
to join together and form the Inverloch
Yacht Club. Olive (which has just
turned 80) and her sisters were built
according to the terms that would then
become the rules for the Inverloch
Eleven Footer. They were all eleven

feet long, and 2.15m wide, with a
sail area of 8m2. Its most striking
characteristic? The fact that, unlike
other class boats such as one design,
all the rest was up to personal choice.
In other words, they could be built
according to personal preference,
and each owner could have the boat
they wanted, while conforming to just
those three parameters.

The same thing happened the following year across the
ocean in New Jersey: Captain Van Saint of Atlantic City
built his boat with similar characteristics to the Australian
model, paving the way for the American Moth Boat. In 1932,
the National Moth Boat Association was created but, due
to the growing interest in Moths worldwide, the name was
later changed to the International Moth Class Association
(IMCA) in 1935. “The fact that these boats could have their
own personalised design is the exact reason why the Moth
took off” explains Luca Rizzotti, President of IMCA and
Foiling Week. “This freedom of design allowed the class to
experiment with all the technology available over the years,
to the point that new materials and research allowed the
introduction of the foil (the hydroplaning attachment under
the hull). The foil is a way to fly above the water and be
quicker, much quicker, even when there’s little wind.”

“At the beginning of the 2000s,
when they were first tested,
the foilers were not very stable,
they worked only on a broad
reach and with a lot of wind”.
A similar system was then tested at the America’s Cup in
Cats, with two lateral foils and a T-foil behind, but this feature
did not correspond with the Moth class requirements, and
was not applied as it would have consequently transformed
the boat into a catamaran. However, the discovery led to
further experimentation, and in 2004 the current system was
designed, with a double T-foil instead of a centreboard, set
in the middle in place of the helm. The first double-T models
were the Prowler and then the Bladerider. In 2011,
the Mach2 entered the scene, a high-performance boat,
and since then enthusiasts have kept coming and coming.
“The numbers speak for themselves: nowadays there are
1200 boats that hydrofoil, 400 participate in regattas,
and just over 200 are going to the world championship” says
Rizzotti, who never misses the many foiler races.
“The Moth is a type of boat more suited to regattas in still,
lake-like waters or in protected bay sea waters, like dinghy
sailing boats. They are called flying boats, because their
movement is based on hydroplaning.

20’21”

“At that point, the hydrodynamic resistance is reduced
extensively and the boat speeds up: from 7 sailing
knots, when the Moth leaves the water, it accelerates
in no time to 11 knots. It’s as if the boat had a turbo
engine. Today’s technology and new materials (made
from carbon fibre) mean that the Moths of 12 wind
knots can reach 18-20 knots upwind and 24-26 knots
on broad reach”.

“It’s like gliding: the wings
sustain the hull, which is very
light, to the point that when it
emerges from the water, only
the fins remain submerged”.

22’23”

Of course, this is not the right boat for everybody. You
need to be a good sailor, because taking it out on the
water is one thing, but gybing and tacking while flying
and continually lifting the vessel into the air is no joke.
It’s a boat that demands a lot - you need to be strong
and agile, as well as a good sailor. The boat also calls
for special technical clothing. “Because the Moths are
boats that immediately pick up speed and stop just as
quickly - they can go from 20 knots to zero in an instant.
So, clashes with the boat and equipment are almost
inevitable” explains Luca Rizzotti. “Together with Slam
(sponsor of our events since 2018), we have developed
the Skiff Line, a range of technical clothing with special
protection features. This does not mean that a Moth
is dangerous to sail, just that it’s better to be safe
and avoid injury. In fact, competing in a foil is really fun,

it feels like you’re flying on water, it’s pure adrenaline!”
Today, foils are very popular and used in many races
(and not only in sailing too: there are also many water
activities such as wake boards and even motorboats
and dinghies equipped with foils) - so much so, that
foilers can be seen in regattas like the Volvo Ocean
Race, Vendée Globe, and the America’s Cup. “Foils
are indeed very popular, including in Olympic events,
because they make boats quick and stable, which
are unlikely to keel over. It’s also true that, due
to the speed, responses are more sudden in terms
of manoeuvres.” Pure fun for anyone who flies above

the water, but also for those who spectate at a regatta.
From 29 May to 2 June, for example, there will be
the Moth Europeans 2019 event in Lagos (Portugal),
a beautiful place where 60 foilers from all over
Europe are expected to take part. “In all probability,
participants from the America’s Cup will also compete,
as part of their training” reveals Rizzotti. “There may
be Checco Bruni (editor’s note: helmsman of Luna
Rossa) and boat owners including Carlo de Paoli
(who was a standout in Sweden in 2018), all taking
flight to win the title of European Moth Champion.
I’ll be there for sure!”
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With one kick,
I can be like
Superman!
By Désirée Sormani
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Marcello Lippi, former coach of the Italian football team at the
2006 World Cup, speaks to us in an exclusive interview about
Insuperabili (“The Unbeatables”, the non-profit organisation
of which he is president). This organisation uses sport to bring
the smile back to faces of children with disabilities.
It can break down any barrier. It brings together different cultures and languages.
It makes us free to express ourselves, and conveys core social values. There is
nothing more powerful than sport. This is why the Insuperabili has been set up
in Italy, a non-profit organisation that wants this powerful experience to
be accessible to people with disabilities as well, who as a result can attain
a level of equality. The Insuperabili project, founded in 2012, is inspired by the
British version “Football for the Disabled”, and aims at fostering integration and
inclusion among children with disabilities through playing football. Not only that,
it also helps them grow not only as athletes but also develop their interpersonal
relationships. Football is therefore used as a tool not only for socialising and
having fun, but also as a way to improve mental and physical health, thus
benefitting the quality of life of those who practise sport, as well as that of their
whole family. The president of Insuperabili, Marcello Lippi, spoke to us about the
initiative in an exclusive interview. The former football champion and former coach
of the 2006 Italian World Cup team has worked in China, where we met him,
for about seven years with the Chinese national team, and is spending January
managing the team at the 2019 AFC Asian Cup.
President, why was football in
particular chosen for the Insuperabili
project?
Because it’s the best-loved sport,
especially in Italy and among the
younger kids. In the case of our kids,
some think they can only watch the
match, without taking part. Nothing
could be further from the truth:
football is the best way to achieve real
integration, including for individuals
with disabilities.
You are a strong advocate of the idea
that any type of sport is beneficial for
all. Is this the case for those who are
disadvantaged too?
Absolutely. Those who may at first
seem weaker could, thanks to sport,
reveal the essential qualities of a
true sportsperson. You should see
how happy a kid on crutches is when
he or she manages to score a goal…
That’s a real thrill!

How long have you been president of the
Association, Mr Lippi?
Ever since my son David and his business
partner Carlo Diana created the Reset
Academy (a project dedicated to junior
football) in 2015: from that moment they
decided to work with Insuperabili. Reset
Academy was created to improve Italian
football, starting with youngsters, working
in a highly professional manner, the only
way we know. Improvement comes also
in making this sport accessible to
all - male or female, able-bodied or
disabled.

we are having on the world of
“football and disability”.
Are there any other special
initiatives?
We stage many events not only to raise
funds but also, and above all,
to continue the shift in communication
leading to the cultural change that we
have set ourselves as a goal: genuine
inclusion entails the recognition
of football for people with disabilities,
which must gain equal status to that
of the able-bodied sport. We also
opened the Insuperabili Shop, where
some of our athletes have been
employed, as well as the Insuperabili
Lab, a place of social integration that
greatly develops the abilities of our
athletes, beginning with digital games.
I have noticed that you organise
many summer camps. Are they all
football-based?
We do almost 40 weeks of Super Camp
every summer. Football is the main
activity, but we try to introduce the
kids to the joy of all sports. The feather
in the cap of our Camp activities is
sailing, now in its third year.

Will Insuperabili continue to be an
association that is football-related,
What have participants said to you about or are there plans for expansion?
the project?
Our core activity will always be
We’ve received great feedback. And I’m football. Development will come in the
not just talking about numbers (although form of the creation of activities that
those are still important).
can improve and help our kids grow,
If you think that we started off with four enabling them to acquire new sports
boys and now have more than 500,
skills that will also be useful in their
playing in 13 facilities across Italy, you
everyday life, as well as having fun by
can start to get an idea of the impact
playing football.

There are already some projects that
let kids with disabilities experience
the benefits of sailing, but no real
association with this goal.
Do you intend to take up this role?
For the moment, we are starting with
just the summer camps. Then we’ll
see: offering the initiative throughout
the entire year would be a great
challenge...
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You were born in Viareggio. What’s
your relationship with the sea?
And with sailing?
I love the sea. I love everything about
it. The world of sailing has always
fascinated me. I also participated
in a Louis Vuitton Cup, as the 17th
guest on Vasco Vascotto’s boat.
I experienced the atmosphere of the
regatta, with the bow cutting through
the sea and sails taut in the wind.

Would you like to say something to the
guys involved in this season’s regattas
(many being sponsored by Slam)?
I really do envy them, because they are
doing what I’ve always wanted to do: go
to sea. I hope they enjoy themselves the
whole time, always working as a team
and, above all, I hope that they show
respect for the sea. The sea is an asset
that we should both fear and protect,
so that we can all continue to enjoy it
for all of our lives.

ROME
VIA
DEL
CORSO
By Enrico Toso

The sea
in the heart
of Rome
Concept Design:
Wea Wagner

89 Via del Corso, the vibrant heart of Rome.
A new flagship store built from scratch that respects the constraints imposed
by the city. Deep spaces and powerful lights. Alternating perforated metal sheets
and screens showing videos conveying the Slam philosophy deck the walls.
Outside, the store windows are like ever-open doors, while inside, the rooms flow
one into another.
Every single element has been designed to catch the eye and seamlessly draw
your gaze to the store interior. In the right-hand corner, a video installation creates
the illusion of floating on waves.
Everything moves, nothing stands still.
The sea has finally come to Rome.
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Founded by the Costa Smeralda Yacht Club,
the One Ocean Foundation calls on
sportspeople, scientists, companies and
the general public to take action to support
the sea and avert environmental disaster.
Because the time to act is now!

-
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The voice
of the
oceans
By Désirée Sormani

The situation concerning the oceans is serious. It is estimated that
in the Mediterranean Sea alone there are 1.2 million microplastics
(fragments smaller than 5mm) per square kilometre. Globally, estimates
state that the oceans are polluted by approximately 300,000 tonnes
of plastic, of which 5000 billion pieces are floating on the surface. Not even
the depths, such as Mariana Trench, are safe: in 100% of animal samples
collected from these waters and analysed by scientists, traces of plastic
were found. Such substances have a devastating impact on marine life,
increasing the incidence of genetic mutations and the formation of tumours.
Through the accidental ingestion of microplastics, these substances enter
the food chain and pose a risk to mankind too.
This is a catastrophe which must be stopped in order to protect future
generations. The One Nation Foundation has been set up for this very
purpose. The foundation, headed by Princess Zahra Aga Khan, calls on
scientists, NGOs, yacht clubs, companies and the general public to actively
take measures to save our seas. But what is the right action to take? What
can the Foundation do? And how can each of us help prevent the impending
disaster? We asked Riccardo Bonadeo, vice-president of One Ocean
Foundation and commodore of the Costa Smeralda Yacht Club.

The One Ocean Foundation was
created in 2018.
Who was the sponsor?
The Costa Smeralda Yacht Club.
The Foundation was established
in Milan in February, following the
success of the first One Ocean
Forum organised by Princess Zahra
Aga Khan, which also took place in
Milan to mark the 50th anniversary
of the Costa Smeralda Yacht Club.
This issue is very close to the hearts
of our club. The Forum focused on
the topic of sustainability and the
decline of our oceans, with the aim
of raising awareness among as many
people as possible.
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Who are the major partners
of One Ocean?
Our partners include some large
companies who have introduced
sustainability programmes and
chosen to support One Ocean’s
work - these include Slam, the Costa
Smeralda Yacht Club’s corporate
partners Rolex, Audi and Allianz,
as well as Yamamay, Carpisa, Jaked,
Ferrarelle, Perini Navi, Luxury Living
Group, Pantecnica, Aquafil, and the
Porto Cervo Marina and Shipyard.
What type of initiatives has
the Foundation created?
Many, and in just a few months.
The main objective was to generate
as much awareness as possible on
the sheer urgency of this problem.

First of all, at the end of the One
Ocean Forum, we drafted and signed
the Charta Smeralda, an ethical
code of conduct which anyone can
adhere to and then in turn spread
the word among friends.
Can anyone sign the Charta
Smeralda?
Yes, of course. Just go online to
the foundation’s website and
sign it. By doing so, you become
a spokesperson for a set of key
ethical actions to take to safeguard
the sea. All those who sign up will
receive a digital certificate by email,
in recognition of their commitment.
Using the personal code on your
certificate, you can also become
an Ocean Defender, with your own

profile photo on the website. You can
find and sign the Charta Smeralda
on our website, www.1ocean.org.
How have those who signed of the
charter shown their commitment?
It’s a personal commitment that
each person takes depending on
their personal feelings on the matter.
In 2019, we have scheduled to hold
a second edition of the Forum,
and there we will find out what
results the Charta has produced.
How many events have you
organized under the One Ocean
Foundation name?
Many events, and always with the
goal of spreading the word about
the Charta Smeralda. For example,
we organised a circumnavigation
of the Italian peninsula by Mauro

Pelaschier, acting as an ambassador
of the One Ocean Foundation, on a
1966 wooden boat, in order to raise
awareness among the public on the
urgent matter of saving the seas:
12 legs between some of the most
prestigious Italian yacht clubs, where
many people gathered to listen to
what this iconic Italian seafarer had
to say. Then there is the One Ocean
Film Unit, first presented at the 75th
Venice Film Festival. This project in
collaboration with actress Cristiana
Capotondi produced short films
on the issue of ocean protection
and also involved Paolo Genovese
(director of the first short film), Paul
Cayard (the yachtsman, a household
name), and myself. Recently, we
teamed up with some major sailing
events: the Barcolana in Trieste and
the Venice Hospitality Challenge in

Venice, to talk more about protecting
the seas and the ethical behaviour
to adopt.
Who is your most receptive
audience?
From our experience, those most
receptive and willing to take our
message on board and reflect on
it are young people. Especially
the kiddies. If you could see how
carefully they watch our film…
and hear the questions they ask…
This is who we need to push and
educate.
Can you tell us a story of your own
as a yachtsman?
I have sailed and competed in all the
seas and oceans worldwide,
and I still use my boat for cruises
with the family. In 1979, I took part

with Rrose Selavy in the Admiral’s Cup,
an event that includes the famous Rolex Fastnet
Race. That year there was a terrible storm
- we got away with very little damage, but not
everybody was as lucky as us. In that regatta,
at the finish line, we had to avoid a huge slick
of plastic waste swept together by the storm.
At that time, we were merely disgusted about
the pollution, but not about the looming
disaster. Now, we never tire of saying that the
time to tackle this problem is now.
What can we do to ensure that the sea does
not become a dumping ground?
Small actions, every day. We all have
to make an effort to do the right thing
- for example, not throwing cigarette filters
on the ground (not to mention in the sea).
These are made of plastic, not paper. More
generally, we need to ban single-use plastic
items - it is an entirely feasible thing to
do and much healthier for our planet.
Plastic is a pressing matter.

Alex Bellini, adventurer, explorer and our
ambassador, has made a great film on the
work he is about to carry out (editor’s note:
a new exploratory project called 10 RIVERS,
1 OCEAN, where he will sail down ten
of the most plastic-polluted rivers
in the world in an attempt to promote new
awareness and respect for our planet
and the environments most under threat).
We have to spread the word.
The louder the message is, the better.
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Join us and become an Ocean Defender!
Sign the Charta Smeralda online on

1ocean.org

Fast as
a rocket
By Lucia Maccà

Albert Torres, was born in 1999. For the first
time on the top at 13 years old.
Passions and emotions of a young talent.

470 Trofeo Princesa Sofia
Gold
Trofeo Ciutat de Palma
(Optimist) Gold
Optimist International
Vila de Palamos Trophy
Gold
420 World Championship
Silver
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You started sailing at the age of 5: you were really
young! What do you remember about that time?
To tell the truth, not much, just a feeling of happiness: on
the weekends I liked going out on the Optimist and the
other boats, together with my friends.
At 13, you were seen as the new promising talent of
Spanish sailing: how did you take on this responsibility?
Deep down, I don’t think I’ve ever seen this as a
responsibility. At that time, I knew I was doing well but as
the months went by, I realised that I was winning mainly
thanks to my amazing speed - there were other people
better than me and I knew that, so I knew I had to push
myself to the limit if I truly wanted to become one of the
best yachtsmen. But as a friend told me recently, you
have to work hard to achieve higher goals, I can’t just keep
being a promising youngster, and so this is what I’m trying
to do - I’m training to become one of the best.
One of your trainers called you “as fast as a rocket”.
How does it feel to cut through the water at that speed?
I wish it were always like that! At the end of the day, it’s
what all sailors are after - to be the quickest. This means
gaining a huge edge over the others, which gives you room
to make a few more mistakes. When you know you’re
fast, everything is easier and I feel truly happy, as well
as being fuelled by a bit of adrenaline too. When we are
on the Optimist, we don’t realise it, but then things get
more difficult and if you go quickly on a 420 or 470, for
example, it means you’ve done a good job. It’s not easy
being one of the fastest.
Your sailing partner before was Toni Massanet, then
Xesc Mulet and now you have Elías Aretz. How do you
get on the same wavelength as your new team mates?
It’s never easy to leave a team mate behind, although in
my case it has always turned out to be the right decision.
I got on with Toni, we’re good friends and I remember
our time on the 420 with fondness. We won the Spanish
Cup together and we came third in the Junior European
Championship in the 420 class: we decided to give up
on our project because we were both young, with strong
personalities, and we needed to grow up quite a lot. But I
don’t regret anything because I learnt a lot with him that
has ended up being useful to me. With Xesc, I embarked
on an Olympic campaign in the 470 class; this was
definitely a very good experience, and we came second in
the 420 World Championships. In the months I spent with
the Spanish team (Jordi, Nico, SíIvia, Bárbara), I learnt
a lot, such as how to manage and work on an Olympic
campaign. Xesc always played a fundamental role in the
campaign. It wasn’t easy to get used to the pace of life
required and we got on well, but unfortunately, he decided

to leave to study medicine. And now I’ve started a
new campaign in the 49er class with Elias Aretz. Most
importantly, I wanted to find a sailor with clear ideas
and a dream of becoming one of the best in the world,
who is totally aware of the difficulty of this long and
strenuous path, on which we have to make the right
moves. But I was also lucky enough to find a friend
who is an excellent sailor, who I really respect and trust
entirely.
How important is your family in your sporting
success?
My family is, and always has been, a guiding light for
me. Without them, I wouldn’t be where I am today - ever
since I was small, they have encouraged me to keep
going even when things were tough. I have had ten key
victories and many defeats in my life, but my family
has always supported me and helped me to turn things
around. I remember one time, I was little and it was
freezing; I didn’t want to go out on the sea but they
helped me.
And your friends? How do they support you?
I also turn to them, who are still here today as they were
at the beginning, through the ups and downs. At the end
of the day, my sports success is not only mine but many
people’s, starting with my family, friends, the Real Club
Náutico of Palma, the Balearic Sailing Federation, as well
as all those who are always willing to help me. I’m lucky
to be surrounded by such people, I’m really happy.
Do you have a mentor who you turn to for advice?
Yes, but not just one: my parents, Pedro Marí (coach),
Manu Fraga, Joan Fullana... Ultimately, I try to listen to
good advice from those people who are very important
to me. I don’t have just one person to turn to, but a few
people in order to help me better manage my private
and sporting life. Not to mention friends like Xesc, Toni,
Gabriel, Elías, and Jordi...
What goal would you like to achieve?
I want to become one of the best sailors in the world.
My dream is to take part in the Olympics and accomplish
a great feat. I know the road is long and will often be
difficult, but that does not put me off. If I make the right
moves, the results will follow. I remember the words of
a great yachtsman: “If you have fun and fully embrace
what you are doing, the results will come. Don’t rush it.”
And that’s what I intend to do.

SHOP HERE:
ITALY

CROATIA

Alassio
Alghero
Cagliari
Forte Dei Marmi
Genova Albaro
Genova Centro
Genova Sestri Ponente
La Spezia
Marina Di Bogliaco
Marina Di Scarlino
Nuoro
Oristano
Palermo
Piombino
Porto Cervo
Portopiccolo
Portofino
Punta Ala
Riva Di Traiano
Roma
San Vincenzo
Sanremo
Stintino
Trieste

Opatjia

FRANCE
St. Tropez
Marseille
Hyères

GREECE
Freattyda
Glyfada

MONTENEGRO
Port of Montenegro
Marina - Tivat

POLAND
Mikolajki

SLOVENIA
Portoroz
Koper
Ljubljana

SPAIN
Manacor - Mallorca
Mahon - Menorca
Port de Soller - Mallorca
Fornells - Menorca

Printed on FSC-certified recycled paper

slam.com

